
Agenda 
Tuesday 8th October 2019, 
09:45 - 14:00  

Venue:  
Applegate Court Room, 
Glucksman Library, 
University of Limerick 
Limerick V94 T9PX 

Secretary: Marie Cleary 

9:45 Registration & coffee 
10:00 Welcome, Josephine Page, Director of International Education 

Division, University of Limerick 
Session 1 - Poster Updates 

• Erasmus+ Adult Education, School, VET and Youth,
Fionnuala Broughan, Léargas

• Higher Education, Gerry O’Sullivan, HEA

• Euroguidance, ELGPN & Learning Opportunities Portal,
Jennifer McKenzie, NCGE

• European Qualifications Framework, Beata Sokolowska, QQI
• Europass & NARIC, Angela Lambkin, QQI

• Q & A
11:30 Networking Break 

12:00 Session 2 – New Agenda for Skills and Qualifications  
Chair: Roisin Doherty, Director of FET Active Inclusion, SOLAS 

• Update from EU Commission including the new Europass service
for communicating skills and qualifications

Speaker: William O’Keeffe, Policy Officer, GD Employment, Social 
Affairs and Inclusion, EU Commission 

13:15 Q & A/ Panel Discussion  
Barbara Kelly, Director of Qualifications, QQI 

Lunch and Close 

7th Meeting of the 

Irish EU Reference Group of Agencies of the 
Department of Education and Skills 
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 Irish Reference Group for EU 
Initiatives, 2019

 Fionnuala Broughan
 Communications Manager
 Léargas





@Leargas_FB 
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 In 2018 we launched our Impact Study on Erasmus+ Work Placements for 
Vocational Learners from Ireland in the Department of Education and Skills. 
This report has been presented at several conferences and seminars 
across Europe and Léargas is now coordinating the Irish work on a 
longitudinal study of VET learners who have taken part in European 
programmes over the last ten years. 

 By end 2019 we expect to see the report of the joint study, carried 
out with our colleagues in the HEA, on Erasmus+ participation and 
the acquisition of language skills.
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Léargas staff have been taking part 
in various working groups on the 
future of the new programme: they 
and their colleagues from other 
National Agencies are well placed to 
provide insight into how the 
programme works ‘on the ground’. 

Recommendations for changes in 
the new programme include the 
need to continue efforts to simplify 
procedures, to accommodate 
smaller organisations who wish to 
take part, and to be more inclusive 
and accessible.



EU Reference Group

Erasmus+ 2014-2020

Gerry O’Sullivan
Higher Education Authority 

8 October 2019 – University of Limerick
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Erasmus+ Mobility for Study

Total Number of Erasmus+ Students 2018: 3979
Total Number of students on Study Mobility 2018: 2818
Top 3 Sending Institutions for Study 2018

1. University of Limerick – 492 Students
2. University College Dublin - 444 Students
3. Trinity College Dublin - 352 Students

Top 3 Receiving Countries for Study 2018
1. France – 696 Students
2. Spain – 506 Students
3. Germany - 426 Students
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Total Number of students on Traineeships 2018 - 1161

Top 3 Sending Institutions for Traineeships 2018

1.University of Limerick – 230 Students

2.National University of Ireland, Galway – 168 Students

3.Dublin Institute of Technology (now part of Technological University

Dublin) – 105 Students

Top 3 Receiving Countries for Traineeships 2018

1.UK – 350 Students

2.Spain – 216 Students

3.Germany - 158 Students
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2019-2020

• €15m to allocate to student and staff mobilities and strategic partnerships
under the 2019-2020 Erasmus+ call.

• This is the largest amount to be allocated since the Erasmus programme
began in 1987.

• The funds will support almost 5,000 individual mobilities (4,500 students
and 500 staff) to and from Ireland in the period 2019-2020.

The rates per month for study are between €250 and €300. The rates for 
traineeships per month are between €370 and €420.
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Forthcoming Papers

Research/Impact Studies

1. Erasmus Impact Study – Dr. Magda Staniek
2. Impact of Erasmus on Foreign Language 

Acquisition – Dr. Britta Jung

3. Commencement of international mapping 
of internationalisation of Irish HEIs
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Coming Up

The Erasmus+ Info Day will take place on 
Wednesday the 16 October between 10am and 
1pm at the Alex Hotel, Fenian Street, Dublin

Georgia and Kyrgyzstan Presentations 
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Erasmus+ KA107 – International Credit 
Mobility

Student and Staff Mobilities to and from 
Partner Countries (Non EU/EEA)

Approximately €1.8m available for 2019
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Erasmus+ KA107 – International Credit 
Mobility

Student and Staff Mobilities to and from 
Partner Countries (Non EU/EEA)

Approximately €1.8m available for 2019
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Erasmus+ Regions 2019 Allocation 
Amount %

ENI South 393,980 100
DCI Asia 342,967 99
ENI East 204,530 100
Russia 164,640 100
DCI Latin America 110,710 100
Industrialised Americas 94,766 100
EDF/ACP 84,680 100
Industrialised Asia 83,480 98
West Africa 59,670 99
Western Balkans 57,040 40
Ukraine 44,173 88
DCI South Africa 31,630 100
DCI Central Asia 14,580 18
DCI Middle East 0 0



Erasmus+ Partner Countries
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Other Activities

Cross-Sectoral French Language Initiative with City 
of Dublin ETB 

Promotional:  Higher Options, Zeminar (a youth 
focussed organisation) 8-10 October and Think 

Languages (PPLI), Dublin Castle, Nov 2019. 
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International Education
• Erasmus National Agency since 1987

• 60,000 students and staff out – 100,000 in
• Government of Ireland International Scholarships
• Government of Ireland Academic Mobility Programme
• Bilateral activity
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Go raibh maith agaibh – Thank you

Eurireland.ie



8 October 2019

EQF NCP Ireland 
Quality and Qualifications Ireland  

www.QQI.ie 



NARIC Ireland and EQF-NCP Ireland 
together with our colleagues from NZQA

produced





Using EQF 
as 

a translation 
grid



Making our respective 
qualifications system 
more understandable 
and transparent  



Dissemination

26th Annual Joint 
Meeting of the ENIC-
NARIC Networks in 

Koln, Germany
June 2019



Making sense of qualifications in recruitment



Making sense of qualifications in recruitment
Key Findings

https://www.qqi.ie/Downloads/Qualifications%20interactive.pdf


Making sense of qualifications in recruitment
Key Findings

https://www.qqi.ie/Downloads/Qualifications%20interactive.pdf
https://www.qqi.ie/Downloads/Qualifications%20in%20Recruitment%202019%20Report.pdf


Re-referencing to EQF
Latest news
from the UK



Updated 
referencing 
report 
from 
Wales



Updated referencing 
report from England and 
Northern Ireland



What about 
Ireland?



We are renewing our vows
with Europe



Produce high quality evidence informed position
on the state of the NFQ,

the EQF and the QF-EHEA in Ireland 



Produce an agreed final report 
that will provide a contemporary account of 

the European dimension of the NFQ



What’s new?



Qualifications can 
cross the boundaries 

leaflet has
a new addition



Printed version 
will be available 

soon!



Thank you for your attention



QQI: What we do ….
• Provider

Approval
• QA of

programmes
leading to QQI
Awards

• QQI an
Awarding Body
and develops
standards

• International
recognition of
qualifications

• International
Education
Mark

• Irish National
Framework of
Qualifications
(10 Levels)



QQI Strategy 2019-21
Adding value to qualifications

• Strategic priorities:
- Integrity of NFQ
- Analysis & impact
- Collaboration & engagement
- Organisation capacity

• Amended Legislation and additional
functions

7th Meeting of the Irish EU Reference Group of 
Agencies of the Department of Education and Skills 



Europass

• Project 2018 – 2020 (with NCP-EQF)
- Interim report completed
- Website material updated
- Diploma Supplement updated
- Pending NEW Europass in 

development for 2021

7th Meeting of the Irish EU Reference Group of 
Agencies of the Department of Education and Skills 



NARIC Ireland
• 1200+ awards
• User numbers 18K per quarter
• GDPR compliance
• Naric Advisory Bureau
• Erasmus + Projects 2020 – new call
• Hosting ENIC-NARIC 2021

7th Meeting of the Irish EU Reference Group of 
Agencies of the Department of Education and Skills 



NARIC Projects 2018-2020
- E Valuate – guide to elearning
- React – guide and country profiles
- Q Entry - database
- Arnet – QA review 

- www.enic-naric.net

http://www.enic-naric.net/


Irish Register of Qualifications 
• Launching 2019 
• Definitive guide to awards in the 

NFQ
• Updated frequently
• Visa compliance/funders will use
• EU platform use planned
• See: https://irq.ie/

https://irq.ie/


Irish EU Reference Group of Agencies of the Department of 
Education

8 October 2019

Update from the 
European 
Commission



New Commission 2019 - 2024

• European Education Area

• Digital Education Action Plan

• Modernisation of VET

• Update the Skills Agenda

DG Employment, Social 
Affairs and Inclusion

DG for Education, Youth, 
Sport and Culture



E-Portfolio
The European place
to record and
manage skills and
qualifications

Information
Reliable and transparent 
information on education, 
training, learning
opportunities and skills
needs

Digital Credentials
One European Framework for issuing
digital credentials



https://webgate.acceptance.ec.europa.eu/europass2/homepage/index.html










Europass Digital Credentials
Infrastructure (EDCI)



16 countries on board
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